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INFORMATION AS PER ARTICLE 4, PARAGRAPH 3 OF THE REGULATION ON THE CONDITIONS AND PROCEDURES FOR CARRYING OUT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
1. Data about the assignor
 by “ICGB” AD
1000 Sofia, 23 George Washington Street
Full correspondence address: 1000 Sofia, 23 Georg Washington Street
Telephone, fax and е-mail: Tel. +359 (2) 4513 545; е-mail: office@icgb.eu
Manager or Executive Director of the Contracting Company: Todora Georgieva – Mileva and Georgios Satlas, executive directors, through their proxy Stanislav Petkov, by virtue of a notarized Power of Attorney dated 11 March 2024 of Angelina Georgieva, a Notary Public practicing in Sofia, registered at the Notary Chamber under no. 437
Point of contact: Stanislav Petkov, Tel. 0898643290, е-mail: s.petkov@tassy.bg
about the following investment proposal:
Reconstruction and expansion of the Gas Interconnector Greece–Bulgaria, sub-project Gas Metering Station of Stara Zagora
2. Proposal abstract:
The Gas Interconnector Greece–Bulgaria (GIGB) was implemented by ICGB AD and it transmits natural gas from Komotini–Greece to Stara Zagora– Bulgaria. It connects the national gas transmission systems of the two countries.
GIGB is a reverse flow gas transmission pipeline that is able to provide gas from Greece towards Bulgaria as well as in the reversed direction. 
The GIGB project, in the section that is built within the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria, has been declared a "Site of national importance" and a "National site" according to decisions of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Bulgaria nos. 615 of 7 June 2009 and 452 of 7 June 2012.
The total length of the gas pipeline is about 182 km, of which 151 km are within the territory of Bulgaria.  The facility passes through the regions of Haskovo, Kardzhali and Stara Zagora, affecting the territory of 9 municipalities in total on Bulgarian territory.  On Greek territory, the gas pipeline passes through the municipality of Komotini.
The main ground facilities of the gas pipeline and their location along the length of the gas pipeline in the direction from the state border between Greece and Bulgaria to the village of Zagore, municipality of Stara Zagora, are as follows:
-
linear valve assembly VA2 (village of Velikdenche) at KP25+200,;
-
linear valve assembly VA3 (town of Kardzhali) at KP50+000;
-
GMS Kardzhali at KP50+000;
-
linear valve assembly VA3a (village of Mandra) at KP79+200;
-
linear valve assembly VA4 (village of Stamboliyski) at KP96+700;
-
Dispatch Center (village of Stamboliyski) на KP96+700;
-
linear valve assembly VA4a (village of Chernogorovo) at KP111+300;
-
linear valve assembly VA6 (village of Trakia) at KP129+575; 
-
GMS Stara Zagora at KP150+500. 
The existing technical capacity for natural gas transmission of the Gas Interconnector Greece–Bulgaria (GIGB) is up to 3 billion cubic meters per year. This is contingent on the capacity of the gas metering stations, GMS Stara Zagora and GMS Komotini, which are designed and constructed with an annual capacity of 3 billion cubic meters per year.
The existing capacity of GIGB pipeline's linear part has been designed and constructed to be able to transmit gas with capacity of 5 billion cubic meters per year where appropriate conditions are provided, i.e. the required pressure and quantity of gas at GMS Komotini and reconstruction of GMS Stara Zagora.
By implementing the expansion of the gas transmission network in the Republic of Greece and the construction of a liquefied gas regasification terminal in the vicinity of the town of Alexandroupolis, appropriate conditions have been made available (pressure and quantities of natural gas), and there are preconditions for natural gas transmission capacity increase on the GIGB gas pipeline with a capacity of up to 5 billion cubic meters per year. 
This investment proposal provides for reconstruction and expansion of Gas Metering Station (GMS) of Stara Zagora that aims to increase the natural gas transmission technical capacity of GMS Stara Zagora from 3 billion cubic meters per year to 5 billion cubic meters per year.
The investment proposal refers to a reconstruction and expansion of a facility that was commissioned by virtue of Decision for utilization no. СТ-05-478 issued by the Director of the National Construction Supervision Directorate on 28 September 2022, the implementation whereof was approved by Decision on environmental impact assessment no. 1-1/2013 issued by the Minister of Environment and Water.
In the design and construction stage of the commissioned facility there is a space made available on the facility of GMS Stara Zagora for the installation of an auxiliary equipment intended to increase the capacity, i.e.:
· New filter separator;
· New heater;
· New regulating line;
· New measuring line.
The other process facilities are envisaged to have the required capacity and to allow the operation of GMS Stara Zagora at natural gas transmission volume of 5 billion cubic meters per year. In doing so to implement the investment proposal, there will be no need to use new areas other than the site of GMS Stara Zagora.
3. Reference to other activities falling within the scope of the impact of the investment proposal facility that exist and are approved of by virtue of zoning or other plans, a need for issuance of statutory approvals/permissions pursuant to specific statutory provision, investment proposal approval/permission authorities pursuant to specific statutory provision:
The investment proposal refers to reconstruction and expansion of the Gas Interconnector Greece–Bulgaria, sub-project Gas Metering Station of Stara Zagora.
In respect of property no. 30119.57.22 that is affected by the reconstruction and redevelopment, there is a Detailed Development Plan – Parceling Plan (DDP-PP) in force, that has already changed the intended purpose of that property. There are no provisions for approval of a new or change of an already existing DDP-PP.
The implementation of the investment proposal will require the issuance of a Building Permit pursuant to the Planning and Development Act, competent authority – the Minister of Regional Development and Public Works. 
4. Location:
Gas Metering Station Stara Zagora is located on Land Property 30119.57.22, District of Stara Zagora, Municipality of Stara Zagora, Village of Zagore, locality of Malko Kadievski block, type of ownership: state-owned, public, type of territory:  transport territory, intended to be permanently used as a gas pipeline facility, having an area of 9,024 sq. m., in accordance with Order for approval of a cadastral map and cadastral registry no. РД-18-851/7 December 2017 of the Executive Director of the Geodesy, Cartography and Cadaster Agency.
The regulator vent that is used to release natural gas for technological reasons or emergencies is located on Land Property 30119.55.17, District of Stara Zagora, Municipality of Stara Zagora, Village of Zagore, locality of Malko Kadievski block, type of ownership: state-owned, public, type of territory:  agricultural, category 5, intended to be permanently used as a field, having an area of 9 sq. m., in accordance with Order for approval of a cadastral map and cadastral registry no. РД-18-851/7 December 2017 of the Executive Director of the Geodesy, Cartography and Cadaster Agency.
The land property where the investment proposal will be implemented does not fall within the protected zones (PZ) of the European ecological network Natura 2000.
The investment proposal refers to reconstruction and expansion of an existing facility – GMS Stara Zagora, and does not affect territories for protection of cultural heritage sites.
The populated areas that are located nearest to the facility being the subject matter of the investment proposal are the village of Malko Kadievo, which is situated about 850 m north of the facility, and the village of Zagore that is about 1,500 m southwest of the facility.
No cross-border impact is expected as a result of the implementation of the investment proposal.
No new road infrastructure shall be developed and there shall be no change of the existing infrastructure. 
5.  Natural resources that are envisaged to be used during construction, operation and maintenance:
During the performance of the construction and assembly works (CAW), ready-mixed concrete and inert building materials will be supplied and utilized; no water will be used. The staff will be provided with bottled water.
The site where the investment proposal will be implemented is electrified. There is a diesel generator for a backup power supply to the facility.
GMS is intended for natural gas filtering, heating, regulation and metering.
The facility is not supplied with water from an external water pipe or its own source of water. No water is used for the technological process. No water supply is provided for drinking and household use. GMS is an automated station, and is not envisaged to have a permanent staff.
There is a fire extinguishing installation on the facility equipped with reservoirs, pumps, water piping and hydrants. The reservoirs are filled with water using a water carrier.
The gas heating installation makes use of ethylene glycol as a heat carrier.
6. Substances that are expected to be emitted from the activity, including priority and/or hazardous, where they interact with water or such interaction is likely to take place:
When performing the activities related to the reconstruction and expansion of GMS Stara Zagora, no substances shall be emitted, including priority and/or hazardous, where they interact with water or such interaction is likely to take place.
7. Expected total emission of hazardous substances to air by pollutants:
During construction, as a result of the construction and assembly works, effects on ambient air are expected in the region resulting primarily on fugitive sources. 
Potential sources of hazardous emissions shall be the transport machines that are assessed as sources with a dispersed, fugitive, impermanent and dynamic release of hazardous substances to ambient air.
The impact of hazardous emissions into ambient air will last for a short period of time, only for the period of construction of the facility, for about two months, and will not create a risk for the health of the population. The adverse effect will be limited to discomfort only.
To the harmful effect of the exhaust gases and dust in air will primarily be exposed the on-site workers to whom the necessary health and safety measures at work will be ensured.  
During the operation and maintenance of the facility, after the implementation of the investment proposal, the existing boiler installation with two hot water boilers (working and protection), each of 4,324 kW nominal power, will operate.
The hot water boilers, both individually and as a common installation, represent medium combustion plants (MCP) whose rated thermal input is equal to or greater than 1 MW and less than 50 MW.
The hazardous emissions that will be released to ambient air from the boiler installation are primarily nitrogen oxides. The emission limit values for nitrogen oxides for new MCP is 200 mg/Nm3 in accordance with the Regulation on the limitation of emissions of certain pollutants released to atmosphere from medium combustion plants (effective as from 31 July 2018, published in State Gazette no. 63/2018, as amended SG no. 47/2019.
The natural gas that is released for technological reasons or emergencies is vented to a secured location via the vent system of GMS Stara Zagora.
The individual quantities of natural gas from the vent system are incidental in nature and they result from activities that relate to servicing and maintenance, or after an emergency. 
8. Wastes that are expected to be generated and waste disposal forecasts:
During CAW, construction waste will be generated from concrete, wooden shuttering, metal wastes from reinforcement and metal constructions, concrete waste, cable and electronic component wastes. Packaging waste will also be generated – paper, plastic, wooden.
Domestic waste will be generated from the staff engaged in CAW.
All types of waste that are expected to be generated during CAW will be classified through the compilation and filing with the National Waste Information System (NWIS) of worksheets for classification.
Areas (sites) will be allocated in the facility, and containers will be provided for a separate waste collection. The waste collection sites shall be signposted with the code and name of the relevant waste.
Waste will be handed over for transportation and after-treatment to companies that possess valid documents issued pursuant to the Waste Management Act, and/or a complex permit issued pursuant to Chapter Seven of the Environmental Protection Act.
After the reconstruction and expansion of GMS Stara Zagora, no new types of waste will be generated in GMS operating conditions.
9. Wastewater:
During the construction phase related to the GMS reconstruction and expansion, no water will be used, and respectively no wastewater will be produced.
Chemical toilets will be made available on the territory of the facility.
During the operation and maintenance phase, no water is used on the territory of the site for industrial purposes, and respectively no industrial wastewater is produced.
GMS is an automated station, and is not envisaged to have a permanent staff. No domestic wastewater is produced on the site.
10. Hazardous chemical substances that are expected to be available on the site of the enterprise/facility, as well as the capacity of the installations where they are expected to be available:
Natural gas filtering, heating, regulation and metering are performed on the territory of GMS Stara Zagora.
The backup power supply to the facility is made available using a diesel generator with 400 l diesel fuel available.
The gas heating installation makes use of ethylene glycol as a heat carrier. The total volume of ethylene glycol is 16 cubic meters. There is an ethylene glycol storage tank installed on the GMS territory whose capacity is 41 cubic meters and is intended to collect its full volume for the gas heating installation.
Nitrogen that is needed for purging the gas lines on the GMS site is produced using a nitrogen station, if required, the quantity of nitrogen available on the site is about 70 cubic meters.
The storage capacity of the hazardous chemical substances as per Annex 3 of the Environmental Protection Act is below the lower-tier and the upper-tier threshold. GMS Stara Zagora is not classified as a “lower-tier or upper-tire establishment”.
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